ARMISTICE

he was to be offered an earldom. Douglas decided, however,
to ask that all thought of reward should be delayed until
after he had seen the Prime Minister. Lord Stamfordham
spoke to Douglas about the matter and argued that Beatty
would be made an Earl and Plumer a Viscount, and pointed
out that it would be difficult to find a reason for not re-
warding him. An excellent excuse had been given why
Douglas had not come over with Foch. They had said that
the King required his presence in France, and Douglas sug-
gested to Lord Stamfordham that he was sure an equally
good reason for his not accepting a reward could be found,
but he thought that they should tell the truth and simply say
he wished no reward until the army had been provided for.

After we left Buckingham Palace we went to Marl-
borough House and called on Queen Alexandra, who was
very delighted to see us. The five army commanders and
Douglas's personal staff accompanied us. The Queen had
expressed her desire to me, to receive them*

We got home to Eastcott about 5 P.M., and in the evening
a huge mass of about ten thousand people congregated with
torches and bands outside the house. The crowd mainly
consisted of men and women from the Sopwith Aeroplane
Works and this was their way of welcoming Douglas home
to Kingston. Of course Douglas went out and said a few
words to them and watched them march past The wonder-
ful and spontaneous welcome that he received all the way
from Dover to Kingston Hill showed that the people of
England realised what had been accomplished by the army
under his command.

During the few days before Christmas, Douglas and I
played a lot of golf. Sometimes we went to London to shop,
but we lived very quietly enjoying each other's company,
knowing that all the strain and worry of the last few years
was finished. I was rather concerned about Douglas's com-
fort being interfered with. Influenza had depleted my staff